The passive (1): He was sacked
Forms and main uses

- DJ Mark Walsh was sacked yesterday by 321 Radio. Mark had been given the
job of Dj amonth ago: Yesterday morning he had an argument with a
caller, Craig Harris. The argument was heard by the director of the radio
station, Andrew Hopkins. The programme was immediately'_stopped;_w_}ark". :
was told to leave and sangs were played for the rest of the show, - - L
The morning show on 321 Radio is listened to by over one million people, ..

© Mr Hopkins commented: ‘Our listeners must be treated with respect. Mr "

Harris shouldn’t have been insulted. Mark hasn’t been given his job back. W
he’d apologised, he wouldn‘t have been sacked. A new DJ wili be chosen -
soon and a letter of apology is being sent to Mr Harris.’ Pt

Mark later agreed to beinterviewed by the iocal newspaper. He told the

' 'rep_or"ter_: ‘Ihope to be offered a job by another radio station. | was sacked "

~ for ho good reason. | was being insulted by that man. | wascalledalotof .
_rude names. So Linsulted him back. What's wrong with that?’ o

Forms of the passive

® 321 Radio sacked Mark Walsh is an active sentence,
Mark Walsh was sacked by 321 Radio is a passive sentence,
The object of the active sentence becomes the subject of the passive sentence.

Subject + verb + object
Active: 321 Radio sacked Mark Waish,
Passive: Mark Walsh twas sacked by 321 Radio,

* We form the passive with the verb be (is, was, has been, etc.) + a past participle
(heard, stopped, etc)

Subject +  verb + past participle
The argument  was heard by the director.

® The tense of the verb be changes to form the different tenses in the passive.

Present simple: The show is listened to by one million people,
Present continuous: A letter is being sent 1o Mr Harris,

Past simple: The argument was heard by the director.
Present perfect: Mark has not been offered his Jjob back,

Past continuous: lwas being insulted.

Past perfect: He had been given the job a month ago.
Future: A new DJ will be chosen soon,

Make the sentences passive,

1 Alot of people listen to Mark’s show.

2 321 Radio have received a lot of complaints.

3 They won’t allow Mark to waork for them again.

4 Alot of people read the report in the newspaper,




Passive infinitives

e Some verbs are followed by an infinitive, for example modal verbs (can, must,
should, will, would, etc.). When these verbs are used ina passive construction, we
use a passive infinitive (be + past participle).

Active: We must treat our listeners with respect.

Passive: Our listeners must be treated with respect.

Note the past form of the passive infinitive (have been + past participle).
Active: He shouldn’t have insulted Mr Harris.

Passive: Mr Harris shouldn’t have been insalted.

e We also use a passive infinitive construction after verbs like want to, expect to,
agree to, hope to, etc,
Mark agreed to be interviewed by the local newspaper.
I hope to be offered u job by another radio station.

Make passive sentences.

1 DJs mustn’t insult their listeners,

2 ldon't think they should have sacked Mark.

3 Mark doesn’t expect that they’ll give him his job back.

Main uses of the passive

¢ We use the passive when the person or thing doing the action isn't important or
known, or is understood,
The programme was immediately stopped.
(It isn’t necessary to say who stapped the programme,)
Mark was told to leave the studio.
(We understand that the director told him to leave.)
Songs were played for the rest of the shouw,
{(We don’t know who played therm, but it isn't important.)

® A passive sentence is usually more formal than an active one. Compare;
We'll choose u new DJ soon. (Active. Informal comment)
A new DJ will be chosen scon. (Passive. Formal statement)

e The passive is very common in English, especially in news reports, signs and
notices, scientific and technical descriptions, In these contexts we're more
interested in the things that happen rather than what/who makes them happen.

® In apassive construction we can mention the person or thing that does the
action (the agent) after the word by.

He was sacked by 321 Radio. [was being insulied by that man.

CHECK QUISTIONS 3 A or B: Which is better?
1 A: They opened 321 Radio in 1973.
B: 321 Radio was opened in 1973.
2 A: They told Mark to apologise to Mr Harris.
B: Mark was told to apologise to Mr Harris.
3 A: Mark will be paid until the end of the month.

B: They’ll pay Mark until the end of the month.

ANSWERS TO 1 1 Mark’s show is listened to by a lot of peopfe. 2 1 Listeners mustn’t be insulted by DJs.
CHECK QUESTIONS 2 A lot of complaints have been received by 2 I don't think Mark should have been sacked.
1,2 AND 3 324 Radio. 3 Mark won't be allowed to work 3 Mark doesn't expect to be given his job back.
for them again. 4 The reportinthe newspaper 3 1B 2B 3 A
was read by a lot of people.




Practice

Present simple:

Present continuous:

Past simple:

Past continuous:
Present perfect:
Past perfect:
Future will:
Future going to:
Modal (present):
Modal (past):

Active

It breaks

It's breaking

It broke

it was breaking
It’s (has) broken

It had broken

It'll break

It's going to break
It may break

It might have broken

Passive

It's broken

It's being broken

It was broken

It was being broken
It's (has) been broken
it had been broken
It’ll be broken

It's going to be broken
it may be broken

it might have been broken

1 The town of Ivybridge has changed a lot in the
last five years. Rewrite these sentences using

a passive construction.

1 They've built a new hospital.

3 They'll finish it next October.

4 They knocked down the old leisure centre

last week.

5 They're going to build a new one soon.

2 Read about the origin of the word ‘jacuzzi’.
Put the verbs into the passive.

Candido Jacuzzi (1 be borm) ..., iD
Ttaly in 1503.In 1913 he (2 take) ......ovivemiecnnns to
the USA by his parents. The family built a

factory and made aeroplane parts which

(B use) s

veeemeen. DY the US army. Then

they invented pumps which (4 buy) ..o,

reerereneres DY Many firms. A bath with a water

pump (5 invent) ......cccccoceceeies

rereeenenen DY Candido

to treat his son’s arthritis. The company

(Glend) .....ccooociieea

sveeeenen, MOTIEY by the bank

to manufacture the bath which (7 install)

American homes.

vierreeee 111 TNATLY

3 Complete the text using passive forms.
Sean (1l send) ... just e tO
prison. Yesterday he (2 give) ..o a
six-month sentence for stealing a car. The

conditions in the priscn are terrible. Sean

(3shock) o by them. His cell
(A 10L PAINLY e, TOT yEATS.
The walls (5 COVEL} cvnviinnnniiiireeneneas 11

graffiti. He (6 wake up) oo
every morning at 6.30. He (7 allow) .......cccevernns
OnlY ..oooviviresrnrneenen. 10 leave his cell for two
hours a day. If he behaves himself, Sean (8 let
o111 1 T U DU of prison after
four months. But if he breaks any prison rules,
he (9 keep in) ceceenciisninnsiannienss [OF OVET

six months.

4 Erica is 16. She thinks young people are treated
badly by adults. Rewrite the sentences using
passive infinitive constructions.

Example: | don’t want people to treat me like a
child. {don't want to be treated like a child.

1 Idon’t want people to tell me what to do.

2 TI'd like people to listen to me.

3 My parents and teachers should have given
me more freedom.

4 They ought to have allowed me to be more
independent.




The passive (2): other constructions

- Bill is too old to look after himseif. He's in a care home called Merrifield. A
nurse has to feed him. He hates being fed. She tells hlm he's very: difficult. -

_ .-He doesn't like: bemg criticised, so he gets angry. 5 Is him to stop o

'shouting, but he’s tired of being told what to do. H, ersbeing =~
treated ilke this when he was achild. PRI

The passive -ing form

We can use the -ing form of a verb in the passive. We use being + past participle.
He hates being fed.

{Active: He hates people feeding him.)

He's tired of being told what o do.

(Active: He’s tired of people telling him what to do.)

He remembers being treated like this when he was a child.

(Active: He remembers people treating him like this.)

Make passive sentences.

1 The nurses call him ‘Billy’. He doesn’t like ... ‘Billy’.

2 They tell him he’s difficult. He's tired of ... he's difficult,
3 Adoctor examines him every month. He hates ..,

Passive verb + infinitive with to

Bill is said to be difficult, but he had a difficult childhoed. His pa
thought to have died when he was 14. He went to work :
- expected to get up at 5.30 and to work for 12 hours.-He was considered: to -
be a good worker. But when he was 16, he was found to ave, elio, and
he's believed to have spent two years.in hosp rtaf : '

We often use an infinitive (fo fizve) or a perfect infinitive (fo have had) in passive
constructions with these verhs:

belicve consider expect fear feel find

intend know report say think understand

Passive: Bill's said to be difficuli,

(Active: People say Bill is difficult.)

Passive: He was considered to be a good worker.

(Active: They considered he was a good worker.)

Passive: He's believed to have spent two years in hospital.
(Active: They believe he spent two years in hospital.)
Passive: His parents are thought to have died when he was 14.
(Active: They think his parents died when he was 14.)




¢ Note the difference between the infinitive and the perfect infinitive. Compare:
When he was 16, he was found to have polio.
(= At the age of 16 he had polio.)
When he was 16, he was found to have had polio.
(At the age of 16 he didn’t have polio. He had it before he was 16.)

Make passive sentences,

1 People know that Bill is very independent.

2 People say that Bill has no brothers or sisters.
3 People think that Bill had a difficult childhood.

It's said .../1t's known .../It's reported ... ,etc

lt S, thought that there &re over one mllhon old people in Brrtam who can’t '

" look after themselves. it was reported that more than 200 old people died
- of cold last winter. It's feared that many of them died because they had o
- naoboedy to look after them It's often said that this is one of society’s btggest

prcblems I“t‘s expected that more care homes will be burit in the future,

* We can use it + a passive verb + a that clause to talk about what people in general
say or think or feel about a situation. It can be used with these verbs: agree,
announce, decide, expect, fear, feel, find, hope, intend, know, mention, regret,
report, say, suggest, think, understand.

Is thought (that) there are over one million old peaple.

(= There are thought to be over one million old people.)

I¥'s often said (that) this is one of society’s biggest problems.

(= This is often said to be one of society’s biggest problems.)

It was reported (that} more than 200 old people died of cold last winter.
(= More than 200 old people were reported to have died.)

Rewrite the sentences using If + a passive verb.

1 People think that many old people die because no one looks after them.
2 The authorities have announced that more care homes will be built.

3 People hope that the situation will improve,

Be supposed to

. Merrlﬁeld is supposed tobea very gaod care home The nursesare -
supposed tobe; well-traméd and kind. But Bl“ doesn‘t like. them Hhe
“outof bed at the wreng. tlme he'stald: ‘Bfily, you're supposed to bei
_‘When he watches a late'night film, they say: ‘Billy, you aren‘t suppnsed 1
watch tefewsron after 10, 30 Bill- aften gets very angry ‘Th:s is supposed
bea hcame nota pnson‘l’ : L : :

® Be supposed (o has two different meanings. It can mean that something is the
general opinion of most people.
Merrifield is supposed to be a good care ome,
(= People say that Merrifield is a good care home.)




e [t can also mean that something should happen because it's the rule or because
it’s been planned.
You're supposed to be in bed.
{=You should be in bed because that’s the rule.)
This is supposed to be a home, not a prison,
(=Merrifield was intended to be a home, not a prison.)

# We use the negative form to say that something isn’t allowed.
You aren’t supposed to watch television after 10.30.
(=This isn’t permitted.)

CHELR QUERTIONS 4

Rewrite the sentences using be supposed fo.

1 Bill has to get up at 6.30; that's the rule.

2 Bill sometimes stays up late watching TV, but the nurses teil him off.
3 People say the nurses at Merrifield are nice.

He was given .../He’s been offered ..., etc.

“Last Thursday Bill was given a boiled egg for his breakfast, ‘I've begn'givép'
: _eg three 'ame"’ this week You know{ doh't like eggs!’ He gotvery.
: sed some toast and marmaiade but he jUS’t got angner

# When a verb has two objects (indirect and direct: see Unit 37} it's possible to
have two passive sentences.
(Active: They gave Bill a boiled egg.)
1 Bill was given a boiled egg.
2 A boiled egg was given to Bill.
But we normally make the person the subject, as in sentence 1.
He was promised some toast and marmalade.
He’s been offered a room at another home,

o We can use this construction with these verbs: allow, give, hand, lend, offer, owe,
pay, promise, sell, send, show, teach, tell.

Make passive sentences,

1 The authorities have sent Bill a letter saying he can leave.
2 They've offered Bill a better room at the new home.

3 They’ll give him the kind of food he likes.

ANSWERS TO 1 1 He doesn't like being called 'Billy'. 2 He's 3 i's hoped that the situation will improve.
CHECK QUESTIONS tired of being told he's difficult. 3 He hates 4 1 Bill's supposed to getup at 6.30. 2 Bill isn't
1, 2.3, 4 AND 5 being examined. supposed to stay up late {watching TV). 3 The
2 1 Billis known to be very independent. 2 Bilf is nurses at Merrifield are supposed to be nice,
said to have no brothers or sisters. 3 Bill is 5 1 Bill's (has) been sent a letter saying he can
thought to have had a difficult childhood. leave. 2 Bill's (has) been offered a better raom
3 1 1t's thought that many old people die because at the new home. 3 He'll be given the kind of
no one looks after them. 2 It's been announced food he likes.

that more care hormes will be built.




Used to

SteP

-Hans used fo collect golf balls. He used to walk with his dog every day on
the local golf course, and his dog used to find a lot of balls. Hans took them
home and put them in boxes, then in drawers, then in cupboards. ‘[ didn't
use to play with them,’ Hans said, "although | used to be quite a good player
when | was younger. | simply used to enjoy counting them. But when i'd
collected 15,389 there were no more drawers and no more cupboards left,

Step

so | used to put them in the bath. My wife didn’t use to like that.

The forms of used to

Affirmative: ased to + infinitive
Negative: didn’t use to + infinitive
Questions: did + subject + use to + infinitive

Affirmative
[used to go
You used to do
He used to go
She used to go
[t used to go
We used to go
You used to go

Negative

[ didn’t use to go
You didn’t use to go
He didn’t use to go
She didn't use to go
It didn’t use to go
We didn't use to go
You didn't use to go

Questions

Did [ use to go?
Did you use to go?
Did he use to go?
Did she use to go?
Did it use to go?
Did we use to go?
Did you use to go?

They used to go They didn’t use to go Did they use to go?

o Note the final -d in the affirmative (used fo).
Hans used to collect golf balls. (Nor Hans use to collect)
But note that there’s no final -« in the negative and question forms (didn't use to/
did he use to?).
I didrn't use to play with themn.
(Not I didn’t used to play with them.)
Where did he use to put them?
(nvot Where did he used to?)

o Note the short answers.,
Do you collect golf balls, Hans? No, but I used to.
Da you wear glasses now, Hans? Yes, but I didn’t use to.

e Note that the -s-in used to is pronounced [s], fo in used to is pronounced {ta]
before a consonant and [tu:] before a vowel sound.
Tusedto[to] be ... Tusedto[tu:] enjoy ..

¢ We use the negative form never used to for emphasis:
I never used to play with them is a stronger version of I didn 't use to play with
them.

CHECK QUESTIONS T

Write three sentences with use(d) to.

1 (affirmative) His wife/find golf balls in the bath ANSW
2 (negative) She/play golf CHECK QUE
1,2

3 (question) Why/Hans/collect golf balls?




Used to to describe regular actions in the past

¢ Weuse used 1o to talk about a habit or regular activity in the past that doesn’t
happen now. Used to emphasises that the activity was repeated many times,
Hans used to collect golf balls.
His dog used to find a lot of balls.
If we use the past sim ple here, the idea that the action happened many times isn’t
emphasised.
He collected golf balls. His dog found a lot of balls.
Note: If we describe a number of regular activities in the past, it isn’t necessary to
repeat used to each time. We can use the past simple instead,
Hans took them home and put them in boxes.
(= Hans used to take them home and he used to put them in boxes.)

* We can also use would + infinitive without fo to talk about past habits. When we
use would, we usually say when or how often the action happened.
He used to walk with his dog every day on the local golf course.
OR He would walk with his dog every day on the local golf course,
Note: Would is generally more formal and less common,

Answer these questions with either Yes or No.
1 Does Hans collect golf balls now?

2 Did he regularly collect golf balls in the past?
3 Does he still put golf balls in the bath?

4 Did his dog often find balls for him?

Used to to describe situations in the past

® We also use used to to talk about situations in the past which don’t exist now.
Hans used to be quite a good player.
All the drawers in the house used to be full of golf balils.
Note: We don’t use would when we talk about a past situation, We can't say: ‘Hans
would be quite a good player’

Answer these questions with Yes or No.

1 Is Hans a good player now?

2 Was he quite a good player when he was younger?

3 Are the drawers full of golf balls now?

4 Were the drawers full of golf balls at one time in the past?

; ANSWERS TO
b CHECK QUESTIONS
3 T, 2 AND 3

T 1 His wife used ta find golf bails in the bath.
2 She didn’t use to play golf.
3 Why did Hans use to coflect golf bails?
1Mo, 2Yes. 3No. 4 Yes.
1No. 2Yes. 3No. 4 Yes.




Practice

1 used to drink coffee = | drank coffee regularly in the past, but | don't drink coffee now.

My brother didn’t use to drink coffee. = Drinking coffee wasn't his habit in the past.
He might drink coffee now. We don't know.

Did you use to drink coffee? = Was drinking coffee one of your habits in the past?

1 An man remembers the time when he was 4 Paul/not think about her much/miss her a lot

younger. Complete these sentences.

Example: His hair/he/black. Now/drey. His hair
used to be black. Now it'’s grey.

3 stefano used tobe a professional football

player, but then decided to change career and
........... become a chef. Complete the journalist’s
questions and Stefano’s answers where
necessary using used fo.

1 He/play/cricket. Now/watchjon television.

9.30. 1 Which team/you play for? — Manchester.

weel.

4 He/not wear glasses. Now/wear glasses all
the time,

2 Gemma and Paul used to go out together. But
t_hen Gemma moved away. Describe how .............................................................................
things have changed.

Example: see each other every day/never They 5 What kind of car/have? - A Mercedes.
used to see each other every day, but now they

nepersee each O, e e

1 Gemma/go out with Paul/go out with Ben = e

2 Paul/go out alot/stayininthe evening = o

3 Gemma/be friends with Paul's sister/never
ring her

Ste




Get used to Be used to

’Danjiel, an engineer from Guatemala, has started-his newjob at 3 comp
 based in.Canada. At first thingswere véry strange. Gettirig a und the
_was a problem at first, but now he's got used to it. Al the machinery a
 company is very different, but he's getting used to it sowly. He's also
'“getting used-to spdaking English all the time. But he hasn tgot used t
“long working hours, He hasn't got used to havirig-short lunch breaks eith

to get used to + a noun/pronoun oR + - ing

o We use gef used to something or gef used to doing something when we talk aboul
the process of becoming accustomed to something. Something that was strange
and unfamiliar at first becomes more familiar and normal,

He’s getting used to the machinery. (+ a nouny}

(At first the machinery was different, hut it's becoming less different.)

He's getting used to it slowly. (+ a pronoun. jf = the machinery)

He's also getting used to speaking English. {(+ the -fng form)

(When he speaks English, he now finds it easier than before.)

He’s (has) got used to getting around the cify,

(The process of getting to know the city has finished. Now it isn't strange.)
¢ Note the forms of get used to.

Affirmative Negative Questions

Present continuous

I'm getting used to I'm not getting used to Am | getting used to?
He’s getting used to He isn’t getting used to [s he getting used to?
Present perfect

He’s got used to He hasn’t got used to Has he got used to?
Past simple

He got used to He didn’t get used to Did he get used to?
Future

He'll get used to He won't get used to Will he get used to?

¢ Wedon't use an infinitive after get used to. Tois a preposition here, so it is
followed by the -ing form of the verb.
He's also getting used to speaking English all the time.
(woT He's also getting used to speak English all the time.)

o Usedis pronounced /iwst/.

BEAP Put in forms of get used to.
1 Daniel hasn't ... the long working hours yet.

2 Getting around the city was a problem, but after a few days he ... it.
3 Slowly he ... (live) in Canada.




be used to + a noun/pronoun or + -ing

“Daniel has been in Canada for six weeks now, and he’s used to a lot of things
-thatwere strange at first. He's used to speaking English all the time. He's

" used to the Canadian weather The machinery at work doesn't worry him any
~moare.- now he’s used to using it.-But there are some-things-he still isn"t used
i to. He strl[ isn't used to having short lunch breaks and he'snotusedto - -

’ .dnnkmg mstant coffee. And he isn't used to living so far from the sea.

e We use be used to + a noun or a pronoun or + the -ing form of a verb when we say
that something isn’t strange any more.
He’s used to the Canadian weather.
(The Canadian weather doesn’t surprise him any more.)
He’s used to speaking English all the time.
{This was a problem, but it isn’t now.)
He's not used to drinking instant coffee.
(In Guatemala he drinks fresh coffee. So instant coffee is strange to him.)

e Note the forms of be used fo.

Affirmative Negative Questions
Present

I'm used to I'm not used to Am [used to?

He's used to He isn’t used to [s he used to?

Past simple

He was used to He wasn't used to Was he used to?
Future

He'll be used to He won’t be used to Will he be used to?

» Note that we don’t use an infinitive after be used to. To is a preposition here, so it
is followed by the -ing form of the verb.
He's used to speahking English ail the time.
(voT He's used to speak English all the time.)

¢ Compare:
A Daniel is used to living in Canada.
B Daniel used to live in Canada.
Note: These two sentences have completely different meanings.
A means ‘Living in Canada isn’t strange to him any more,’
B means ‘He used to live in Canada, but he doesn’t live there now.’
(For the verb used to see Unit 34.)

CHECK GUESHIONS 2

Put in forms of (not) be used to.

1 Daniel’s ... (rear ) English now.

2 Hestill ... (eat) his lunch so quickly.

3 Helived near the sea. So he ... (live) so far from the sea.

ANSWERS TO 1 1 Daniel hasn't got used to the long working 2 1 Daniel's used to hearing English now.
CHECK QUESTIONS hours yet. 2 Hestill isn't used to eating his lunch so
1T AND 2 2 Getting around the city was a problem, but quickly.
after a few days he got used to it. 3 heisn't used to living so far from
3 Slowiy he’s getting used to living in the sea.

Canada.




Practice

used to something

doing something

1 Three months ago Matthew was a university
student. Now he has just started his first job
and he is finding it difficuit, Why is it difficult?

Example: get up/6.45 He jsn’t used to gelting up
at 6,45,

1 travel/to work

6 have/money to spend

2 Damir and Renata emigrated to Australia a
Year ago. Kerry, a journalist on a local
newspaper, interviewed them, Complete the
interview using forms of get used to or be
used to + noun or “ng.

Kerry: Was it difficult when you first arrived in
Australia?
Damir: Yes, some things were difficult to (D ...

Other things were €asy.

Australian accent, for example, That wasn’t a
problem. And of course we (3 drive)
e dlready
the left. But we had to 4)
the road signs and distances in kilometres,
not miles,
Kerry: How did you find the climate when you

first arrived?

'm not used to the Canadian weather
I'm not used to carrying an umbrella.
I'm getting used to fiving here.

I'm getting used to the city.

Renata: We (5 not [2L=) S
the heat. When we were in England, we
short, warm
summers. But now here in Australia we're

trying to (7) .o
hot summers.

e lORIG,

Kerry: Is there anything else you find strange?
Renata: Yes, we still (8 not he)
- the feeling of space,
Damir: And1(9 not see)
kangaroos!
Renata: And Il never (10 have )
sresseeeee, MY birthday on the
beach, in the middle of summer!
3 Kenta is 78. His wife died last year and now he
is living on his own. He is not finding it easy,

Complete the text using get/be used to +
noun, pronoun or -ing.

We were married fifty years ago, so | (1 share)
e €Verything. [ (2 do)
everything with my
wife. Now it’s very different, I (3 not be) ...,
s (liVe) o0 my own., I'm trying

it, but it isn’t

weeenin (COOK) fOr myself,
that isn’t a problem, But the biggest problem is

in the mornings. 1 (7notbe) .......... still




Twoyoung
to Denver, '
A You're Ameri
- B:Yes; lam
“ A Ourplane’s late; isn't
~B: Yes; Pm afraid & e e =0
A The flight back takes 24 hours, doesn'tit? " "
B No, I think it's 26 actually. ey

Use of question tags

& A question tag is an expression like aren’t you?/isn't it? or doesn’t it? at the end of
a sentence. We use question tags in conversation to ask if what we said is true or
not, or if the other person agrees or not.

If we use a rising intonation (if our voice goes up)} with a question tag, we're
asking a real question. We're not sure if the answer is yes or no.

You're American, aren’t you? A

The flight back takes 24 hours, doesn't i? A

(In each question his voice rises at the end because he isn’t sure if it's true or
not.)

If we use a falling intonation (if our voice goes down), we're expecting the other
berson to agree with what we've just said.

Our plane’s late, isn’t it? M

(He means ‘I'm sure you agree.”}

Question tags are much less common in American English.

Americans often use tag words like Right? or OK? instead.

You're American, right? (instead of You're American, aren’t you?)

Are these ‘real’ questions or not?

1 You're not Australian, are you? M

2 Wshot,isn’tit? M

3 They take US dollars on the plane, don’t they? A

Positive or negative question tag?

. B: Yes, very hot, \nd dry! It hasn't rained for weeks, hasi?. o
AINOfthasn't L

® lfwesay something positive, the question tag is usually negative,
Positive Negative
It's been hot. hasn't it?

o If we say something negative, the question tag is positive.
Negative Positive
It hasn't rained for weeks, has it?




CRECK QUENTIONS Z

Choose the correct question tag,

1 Australia’s a big country, isn’t it?/is it?

2 Things here aren't expensive, aren’t they?/are they?
3 Food’s cheap, isn't it?/is it?

Forms of question tags

‘But many Austrahans don” t get brown, do they? *
No, they oﬁen wear hats and T-shirts, don't they?

'_Yes they are. You didn‘t see any sha rks, did you?

. “No, no sharks. But | saw plenty of snakes.

B There are qurte a ot of snakes, dren't theré?

Yes, They v got poisonous sp;ders too, haven’t they? -

S you?
‘B Ohyes. l've eaten some of that
"Our slane'should be teaving soon, shouldnt it?-’
.~ B: Yes, let's ask what time it's gmng, shall we?
| You go i'l# stayhere. .~ :
B -afterd y'bag, wnn you?
CA; Yes, sf murse

e Question tags always have two words: an auxiliary verh (are, can, have, will, etc.)
+ a pronoun (it, hie, they, etc.). The pronoun refers to the subject of the sentence.
Many Australians don't get brown, do they? (they = many Australians)

e Note the verbs which we use in question tags.
Present simple: do/does, don’t/doesn’t
They ofien wear hats and Tshirts, don’t they?
Past simple: did/didn’t
You didn't see any sharks, did you?
Present perfect: have/has, haven't/hasn’t
You've tried Australian meat pie, haven’t you?
Have got: have/has, hasn’t/haven't
They 've got poisonous spiders, haven’t they?

e Note the form of the negative question tag after f am.
You're pretty brown. Yes, [ am, aren’t I? (Nor am’'t I?)

e If a statement has a modal auxiliary verb (will, should, would, might, can, etc.), we

use the same auxiliary verb in the question tag.
Our plane should be leaving soon, shouldn’t it?

e After There is/There are the question tags are is there?/isn’t there? and are there?/

arent’t there?
There are quite a lot of snakes, aren’t there?

: ﬁes,, Fam, arent 7 spent most of the time on the beach:_ :

- Yes.. Everybody s worrled about skin cancer, aren’t they?.

BT Yes, but i dldﬂ’t see-any. Austrahan foopd's quite good, isn‘t it?
. Yes, very gcod Espec;aHy Australlan meat pre You've tned ;t haven

StepI

ANSWER
CHECK QUEST)
1.2, 3 Al



CHETK QUFSITONE 3

The question tag after Let'’s is shall we?
Let’s ask what time our plane’s leaving, shall we?

After an imperative we can use the following question tags: can you/can’t you?
will you/won't you? would you? could you?
Look after my bag, will you?

After everybody/somebody/nobody, etc. we use the pronoun fhey in the question
tag. (See also Unit 66 Step 1.)
Everybody’s worried about skin cancer. aren’t they?

Add question tags.

1 Australians surfa lot, ...

2 Everybody’s friendly, ...

3 Isuppose you met a lot of nice people, ...
4 Let’s have an ice cream, ...

Other uses of question tags

CMECK QULITIONS 4

: Areyoufeelingok? = o
B: No, notreally. I went out to dinner last night.
"A: And you had toomuch to eat, did you?
\: And now you've got iridigestion, have you? o

B:' Yes, 1 have. You couldn’t lend nie five dollars, could you?! need some.
--coffee and 1 haven't got any Australian money left. LR

- Yes, here youare,. -

B: You don‘t know where the nearest toilet is, do you?
A Yes there'soneoverthere. '

We can use a positive question tag (with a rising intonation) after a positive
statement to express interest, sympathy, surprise or sarcasm.

Positive statement Positive question tag

You had too much to eat, did you? A

Now you've got indigestion, have you? A

We sometimes use a negative statement followed by a positive question tag (with
arising intonation) when we make a request or ask for information.

You couldn’t lend me five dollars, could you? A

You don'’t know where the nearest toilet is, do you? A

Complete the sentences.

1 Someone has lost their plane ticket. Show your concern. You've lost ...

2 Ask somebody to help you with your luggage. You couldn't ...

3 Ask somebody if they know when the plane gets to Denver. You don't know wher ...

ANSWERS TO
CHECK QUESTIONS
1,2, 3 AND 4

1 1No. 2No. 3Yes. 4 1 You've lost your plane ticket, have you?

2 1isn'tit? 2arethey? 3isn'tit? 2 ou couldn't help me with my luggage, could

3 1don'tthey? 2aren'tthey? 3 didn'tyou? you? 3 You den't know when the plane gets
4 shall we? to Denver, do you?




Practice

Positive Negative Negative Positive
I'mright, arent {? I'm not right, ami?
She'sgotit, hasn’t she? She hasn’t got it, has she?
She can drive, can‘tshe? She can’t drive, can she?
She’s driving, isn’t she? She isn’t driving, isshe?
She drives, doesnt she? She daesn’t drive, does she?
She‘ll drive, won'tshe? She won't drive, will she?
She drove, didn’t she? She didn't drive, did she?
She’s driven, hasn’t she? She hasn't driven, has she?
Help me, would you? Let’s go, shall we?

You coufdn’t lend me €10, could you? You want to go to bed, do you?

1 Add the correct question tag to the following

statements.
1 Wscold, .ol ?
But it isn’t as cold as yesterday, .......oovevevinns ?

2
3 ltwas very cold yesterday, .........cccovveeein
4

a

It hasn't been so cold for a long time,

w

6 It often snows there, ... 7

It's snowing in the north, .....

?

7 There was over 10 centimetres of snow last

week, e, 7

8 They haven’t had that much snow for a long

(5111 ?

9 They didn’t have much snow last winter,

1} But it’ll be spring soon, ........

.................. ?

2 Zoe’s parents do not like her cat. Match her
statements with the guestion tags.

1 You don’t like Scruffy,

2 You've never liked him,

3 You didn't want me to
get him,

4 You think he's dirty,

5 You won't let him come
in the house,

6 You're hoping I'll get
tired of him,

7 But you can’t stop me
keeping him,

a aren't you?
b can you?

¢ do you?
d did you?

e have you?
f will you?

g don't you?

3 Fillin the missing question tags.

Passenger: Take me to the station please,
Taxi driver: Yes, OK,
Passenger: There’s a lot of traffic,

Taxi driver: Yes, it's terrible,

Passenger: It gets worse every vear,
(4] e ?
Taxi driver: Yes, it seems to.
Passenger: It'll be quicker to walk soon,
(5 [N ?
Taxi driver: You're right, You said vour train
leaves at 10, (6) ..ococovvnicnccens 7
Passenger: Yes, that’s right. We haven't got
long, (7) cvinivserceiennns ?
Taxi driver: Less than 10 minutes.
Passenger: You couldn't drive a bit faster,
Taxi driver: No, [ can’t. You can see how bad
the traffic is, (9) c..cocvivrvenienrerennns ?
Passenger: I'm going to miss my train,
(10) s ?
Taxi driver: Probably.

Passenger: Let’s try another route,

6 3 ) T ?

-




4 1 asif/as though (informal: like) 2~ 3like 4-
5 as if/as though (informal: like) 6- 7 asif/as
though (informal: like) 8- 9 as iffas though
(informal: like) 10 as if/as though (informal: like)
11 as if/as though (informal: like)

Unit 36

Unit 34 Coctball
1 1He used to play es#@l® Now he watches it on
television.

2 He used to stay up till 12 o’clock. Now he goes to
bed at 9.30.

3 He used to ride a motorbike. Now he drives a car.

4 He didn’t use to wear glasses. Now he wears
glasses all the time.

2 1Gemma used to go out with Paul, but now she goes

out with Ben.

2 Paul used to go out a lot, but now he stays in in the

evening.
3 Gemma used to be friends with Paul’s sister, but

now she never rings her.
4 Paul didn’t use to think about her much, but now

he misses her alot.

3 1 Which team did you use to play for? -1 used to play

for Manchester.

2 How much did you use to earn? -1 used to earn
about £150,000 a week.

3 Did you use to be a good player? -1 used to be the
best.

4 Where did you use to live? -1 used to live in a big
house.

5 What kind of car did you use to have? -l used to
have a Mercedes.

6 How many fans did you use to have? -1 used to have

thousands.

Unit 35

1 1Whatdoyouneed 2Weneed 3 weneed towin
4Ineedtobuy 5doyouneed? 6Idon'tneed
7wedon'tneed 8don’tneed

2 1 You needn't have waited up for me.

2 But you needn't have worried.
3 But you needn't have rung her.
4 You needn't have phoned him.
5 You needn’t have given me the money.

3 lhedidn’t need to get up early 2 Hedidn’t need to
get there sohedidn't need to worry 3 He needn't
have taken 4hedidn’t need toread 5Heneedn't
have looked at them 6 he didn't need to worry

Unit 37

1 1 She gave her husband a new car.
2 And she bought her daughter some new clothes.
3 Did she give them anything?
4 she booked them a holiday in Thailand (or She
booked a holiday in Thailand for them).
5 She bought him a new laptop.
6 Oh, and she got some flowers for all her neighbours.
7 and she gave the rest to charity.
8 She sent £3,000 to Save the Children.
9 and she gave £2,000 to the Red Cross.
10 She didn’t give me anything.
11 She just showed me the £50,000 chequel!
Z lior 2to 3for 4for Sfor 6to Tior 8for 9for

Unit 38

1 1Heisn’t used to travelling to work.
2 He isn’t used to starting work at 8.30.
3 Heisn’t used to wearing a suit and tie.
4 He isn’t used to sitting at a desk all day.
5 Heisn't used to working eight hours a day.
6 He isn’t used to having money to spend.
2 lgetusedto 2gotusedto 3we were already used
to driving 4 getusedto 5We weren’t used to
6 wewereusedto 7getusedto 8westill aren'’t
used to 9I'mnot used to seeing 10 I'll never get
‘used to having
3 1Iwasusedtosharing 21was used to doing
3I'mnot used to living 4 get used to 5 get used to
having 6I'mused to cooking 7I'm still not used to
waking up 8I'll never get used to

— meu?

1 1go 2willbe 3willbe 4go 5won’tbe 6 willbe
7take 8willtake 9 we'll beable 10 will be
11will cost 12 won't see

2 lhad we'dbeableto 2We'd produce were
3 We'd save made 4 was/were would invest
S5wouldn’t be took ‘

3 lwant 2were/was 3I'dspend 4went 5I'd haveto
6 would yougo 7youdidn'thaveto 8you'dbeable
to 9I'llemail 10like 11 stayed 121'd haveto
13wouldn’t be 14 gave 15you'd beableto

Unit 39

1 1I'dknown 2I'd have made/l would've made
31'd have phoned/I would've phoned 41'd had
51'd phoned 6 it wouldn't have been
7 what would you have done 81hadn’t been
9I'd have gone/l would've gone 10I'd stayed
11 I'd have gone/I would’ve gone
2 1If she hadn't been wearing her seat belt, she might
have been killed.
2If the lorry’s brakes had been working properly, the
driver could have stopped in time.




4 1they'd been jogging 2 she’d been playing
3 he'd been eating 4 she'd been studying

Unit 14 2

1 A6 B5 C1 D3 E2 F4 G7

2 1Will 2will 3won't 4won’t 5Will 671 3

7Will 8Tl 9711 10won’t 11 won't
3 1T'llmakethem. 2I'll go and buy some. -
3I'll read (tell) them a story. 4I'll take him.

5T'll look after them. 4

4 1 Shalll open the windows?
2 Shall I put/turn the radio on?
3 Shall we stop at the next service station?
4 Shall I drive?

3 It'll be finished next October.

4 The old leisure centre was knocked down last week.
5 Anew one is going to be built soon.

1was born 2wastaken 3wereused 4were
bought 5wasinvented 6were/waslent 7isnow
installed

1 has just been sent 2wasgiven 3 is shocked /has
been shocked 4 hasn't been painted 5 are covered

6 He’s (is) wokenup 7 He's (is) only allowed 8will be
let out 9 he'll be kept in '

11don’t want to be told what to do.

2 I'd like to be listened to.

3Ishould have been given more freedom by my
parents and teachers.

4] ought to have been allowed to be more
independent.

Unit 15
1 1Willyoucome 2Iwon’tbe 3I'll be Unit 18
% Whiat e jusigalngitn M0) Figaing Wises 1 1 Sheenjoyed being taken to the cinema to see her

6 When willyoube 7I'llbe
8 what are you goingtodo 9I'lltext 10I'll see
2 1Tlltake 2I'llbe 3 Willthat be 4Tl pick youup
5 What are you going to buy 6 ['m going to buy
7I'm goingto get 8 That'llbe 9I'm not going to buy
10 will be 11I'm going to borrow 12TI'll see

3 1He’s going to jump. 2

2 He's going to drop the plates.
3 He's going to play tennis.

4 The rope's going to break.

5 The boat’s going to sink.

Unit 16 3

1 171l be listening to music.
2 The sun will be shining. 3 It won't be raining.
4 Twon't be working.
5 I'won't be sitting in this boring office.
2 1Tl have finished my exams. 2TI'll have left home.

3I'll be living in my own flat. 4I'll have got a job. 4

5T'll be earning a lot of money.
6 I'll be going out every night.
3 1he'llhave walked 2 He'll have passed through
3 He'll have eaten 4 He'll have drunk
5 He'll have used 6 He won'’t have seen
4 1 She'll be sitting on the balcony:.
2 And she’ll have forgotten to put the answering

films.

2 She didn't like being asked how old she was.

3 She hated being seen when she wasn't wearing any
make-up.

4 She was afraid of being forgotten when she was
dead.

1 At first no one was said to have been killed.

2 But now 250 people are thought to have died in the
earthquake.

3 More survivors are expected to be found.

4 Three coastal villages are reported to have
disappeared completely.

1 British people are supposed to be careful drivers.

2 Passengers are supposed to wear a seat belt.

3 You aren’t/You're not supposed to exceed the
speed limit.

4 You aren't/You're not supposed to park on the
pavement.

1 Nurses aren’t paid much money.

2 They are being offered a 1% pay rise (by the
government).

3 They've been promised a further rise next year (by
the Minister). >

4 They might be given a 2% rise then.

5 The Minister has been sent a letter (by the
nurses). or A letter has been sent to the Minister.

machine on. ———_‘______ ——
3 Or she'll be watching TV. Unit 19
4 And she won't have heard her phone. 1 1Ihad mywatch repaired. 2had my hair cut.

5 Or she’ll be having a bath.

Vhit 17

1 1 Anew hospital has been built.
2 A new shopping centre is being built.

3Ihad my shoes mended. 41had my teeth checked.
5 Wehad aburglar alarm installed.

6 We had stronger locks fitted to the doors.

71 had my passport renewed.

8 We had two new tyres fitted to our car.



2 1He had his pockets searched. 2 He had his hair cut.
3 He had his blood tested. 4 He had his photo taken.
5He also had his socks stolen.

6 Then he had his nose broken and ...
7 he had one of his teeth knocked out in a fight!

3 1I'mhavingitdone. 21had them painted.

3I'm going to have it repaired. 4[had it fitted.
51'm going to have it built.

4 1She has her hair done 2 She has her apartment
cleaned 3 She also has her apartment redecorated
4 She has all her clothes specially made 5 She has
her body and her face massaged 6 She has the
sheets on her bed changed 7 She has breakfast
brought

Unit 20

4 Have you any idea what time they close?
5 Do you know if they are (they're) open now?

Unit 23

1 1lthinkso. 2Ibelieve so. 3No,Idon't expect so./I
expect not. 4 No, 'm afraid not. 5 Yes, [ suppose so.
6 No, I don’t think so. 7 No, [ don't suppose so./No, I
suppose not. 81'm afrald so.

2 1Sodidl. 2Neither/Nordidl. 3 Nor/Neitherdol
4Soaml. 5 Neither/Nordol. 6 Sowouldl
7Sodol. 8Neither/Nor havel. 9 Neither/Nor canl.

Unit 24

1 1l1lave you ever seen a ghost?

2 Were/Weren’t you afraid? 3 Can you describe it?
4Did you know her? 5 Did the ghost speak to you?
6 Have you seen it again?
7 Would you like to see it again?

2 1Where do you come from?
2 Why have you come to England?
3When did you arrive?
4 What do you do in Tokyo?
5 How long are you staying in England?
6 Who do you know in England?

3 1Wasn’t the weather good?
2 Didn’t you take your credit card?
3Didn't you get a new one?

Unit 21

1 lisn'tit? 2isit? 3wasn'tit? 4hasit? 5isn’tit?
6doesn’tit? 7wasn't there? 8 have they?

9did they? 10won'tit?

1c 2e 3d 4g 5f 6a 7b

1 will you?/would you?/can you?/could you?
2isn'tthere? 3isn'tit? 4doesn'tit? 5won'tit?

6 didn’t you? 7havewe? 8couldyou? 9 can't you?
10 aren't1? 11 shall we?

W N

Unit 22

1 1Whodid youinvite 2 Who invited him?
3 who brought him? 4 Who did Rick bring?
5 what happened? 6 What did he throw?
7what did Sam do? _
2 1What 2Which 3Which 4What 5Which 6what
7Which 8 which
3 1Do you know where I can find a chemist’s?
2 Could you tell me how I get there?
3 Do you know where the town hall is?

1 lcan't 2isn't 3doesn't 4isn't 5won't 6isn’t
7does 8hasn’t 9did 10didn’t

2 1Hemight have. 2 somebody must have
3I1would have 4Imight.
51haven't yet 61will

3 1Areyou? 2Hasshe? 3Haven'tyou? 4Isit?
5Did she? 6Do they? 7Will you?

Unit 25

1 lcan 2he'llbeableto 3beableto 4can't 5can’t
61haven't been ableto 7I'llbeableto 8Iwon’tbe
able to

2 lcould 2could 3couldn't 4could 5could
6could 7could 8couldnt 9couldn't

3 1Wereyouableto 2couldn't/wasn'tableto
3was ableto 4 Wereyouableto 5 could
6 couldn’t/wasn't ableto 7 couldn’t/wasn’t ableto
8 couldn’t/weren't ableto 9 were able to
10 couldn’t/wasn’t ableto 11 was able to

Unit 26

1 1Canl/Could [/MayIopen the window? 2 Yes, you
can/may. 3 Canl/Could [/May I give you my
homework next week? 4 No, you can't.

5 Can I/Could [/May I give it to you tomorrow?

6 Yes, you can/may. 7 Canl/Could I/May I go outside
for a moment? 8 Yes, you can/may. 9 Would you like
me to explain it again? 10 Can [/Could I/May I
borrow your calculator? 11 you can’t 12 Would you
like to borrow mine?

2 1Canydu/Could you/Would you 2Canl/Couldl/
May! 3 Can you/Could you/Would you 4 Canl/
Could I/May 5youcan’t 6 Canyou/Could you/
Would you 7 Can I/Could I/May I/Would you like me
to 8 Can you/Could you/Would you 9 would you/
could you/can you 10 Canl/Could [/MayI
11 Yes, you can/may.




